Alveolar rhabdomyosarcoma of the clivus with intrasellar expansion: Case report.
Rhabdomyosarcomas are common tumors of the head and neck region in children. However, a primarily intracranial localization of this tumor entity is rare. We report on a 3-year-old boy presenting with double vision due to left VI (th) nerve palsy. No other neurological deficits were recognized by clinical inspection. MRI scans visualized an enhancing mass lesion in the upper clivus compressing the cavernous sinus and the pituitary gland. Transsphenoidal biopsy was performed and histopathological examination as well as molecular diagnostics confirmed the diagnosis of an alveolar rhabdomyosarcoma (ARMS). Staging identified a metastatic lesion in the fourth thoracic vertebra resulting in the diagnosis of stage IV disease. Treatment modality included stereotactic radio- and chemotherapy.